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COHASSET BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:
Board Members Present:
Robin Lawrence, DDS, MPH, Chairman
Lynn Doxey, MPH, Vice Chair, Absent
Michael Pollastri, PhD
Recording Secretary:
Amy Davis
6:30 P.M.

WEDNESDAY APRIL 28, 2021
6:30 P.M.
ONLINE VIA ZOOM
Public Health Director:
Pam Fahey, MPH, SE
Field Engineer
Jason Federico
Public Health Nurse:
Mary Goodwin, RN

Meeting called to order.

6:31 P.M.

7 Marion Way, Septic Upgrade, Morse Engineering, I/A Technology,
MicroFAST Treatment System, Nitrogen Sensitive Area
In attendance for this hearing: Greg Morse, Morse Engineering
Material used for this agenda item:
 Application for Disposal System Construction Permit dated, 3/31/2021.
 Septic System Design Plan, Morse Engineering, dated 3/30/2021, revised, 4/12/2021.
 Form 11 Soil Suitability Assessment for On-Site Sewage Disposal dated 12/31/2020.
 Percolation Test dated 12/31/2021.
Greg Morse, Morse Engineering, reviewed the septic design plan for 7 Marion Way with the
Board. There is an existing two-bedroom home that is serviced by a cesspool located behind the
house. The cesspool would fail a Title 5 Inspection and the house is on the market. Mr. Morse is
proposing to construct a new three-bedroom septic system. The plumbing will come out of the
back of the house going into a Bio-Microbic treatment tank, to a 1,000-gallon pump chamber, and
then into a pressure dose crushed stone leaching field. The leaching field is outside the 100-foot
buffer zone and the tanks are outside the 25-foot MassDEP setback to a wetland. The property is
in proximity to Bound Brooke, which is considered a nitrogen sensitive area per the Cohasset
Supplemental Title 5 Regulations. The property is approximately 250 feet away from Bound Brook
which is on the opposite side of CJC Highway. The supplemental regulations require septic
systems within 400-feet of a nitrogen sensitive area have a nitrogen reducing system. Therefore,
Mr. Morse is proposing to use a Bio-Microbic (MicroFAST) system. No variances are being
requested, no local upgrade approvals, and the proposed system meets all DEP setbacks.

MOTIONED BY:
Dr. Lawrence moved to approve the upgrade of the septic system at
7 Marion Way with a deed restriction that would include an O&M contract annually.
SECONDED BY:
Ms. Doxey
VOTE:
3-0 MOTION CARRIED
6:38 P.M.
MOTIONED BY:
SECONDED BY:
VOTE:

Approve Meeting Minutes from March 3, 2021, and March 31, 2021.
Dr. Lawrence
Dr. Pollastri
3-0 MOTION CARRIED
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6:39 P.M.

Set Next Meeting Date for June 2, 2021, at 6:30 P.M.

6:40 P.M.
Health Director Report
Ms. Fahey reviewed the following Cohasset COVID vaccination totals from the State as of April
13, 2021.

Age
Group

Population

0‐19 Years
20‐29
Years
30‐49
Years
50‐64
Years
65‐74
Years

2,130

Proportion Individuals
of town
with at least
population one dose

Individuals
with at least
one dose per
capita

Proportion
of town
individuals
with at least
one dose

29%

150

7%

4%

7%

293

55%

7%

1,446

20%

990

68%

24%

1,817

25%

1,288

71%

31%

730

10%

829

>95%

20%

75+ Years

696

9%

589

85%

14%

Total

7,355

100%

4,139

56%

100%

Age
Group

536

Population

0‐19 Years
20‐29
Years
30‐49
Years
50‐64
Years
65‐74
Years

2,130

Fully
vaccinated
individuals
per capita

Proportion Fully
of town
vaccinated
population individuals

Proportion
of town fully
vaccinated
individuals

29%

*

*

*

7%

119

22%

5%

1,446

20%

434

30%

18%

1,817

25%

619

34%

26%

730

10%

666

91%

28%

75+ Years

696

9%

513

74%

22%

Total

7,355

100%

2,351

32%

*

536
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6:45 P.M.

75 Lamberts Lane, Septic Upgrade, Grady Consulting, I/A Technology,
GEOMAT Leaching System.
In attendance for this hearing: Rick Grady, Grady Consulting
Material used for this agenda item:
 Application for Disposal System Construction Permit dated, 4/12/2021.
 Septic System Design Plan, Morse Engineering, dated,04/09/2021.
 Percolation Test dated 05/16/2001.
Rick Grady, Grady Consulting, reviewed the septic design plan for 75 Lamberts Lane, owned by
Peter and Tracey Welsh, with the Board. Mr. Grady designed the current system 20 years ago
consisting of a 1500-gallon tank and gravity fed to a leaching field. The system needed and
received a local upgrade approval at the time. The Welsh’s will be adding an addition of a library
to their home. Mr. Grady is proposing a new 5-bedroom Geomat leaching field. With the Geomat
leaching field the applicant can maintain the 4-foot separation to groundwater, a gravity system,
not have to raise the grade of the yard, and roughly sit the leaching system in the same area. There
are no variances from local or State Title 5 Regulations required.
Dr. Pollastri asked: Is this a proactive upgrade or is there a problem with the current system?
Mr. Grady responded: The Welsh’s applied for a building permit for the addition of the library and
were told the septic system is for a 4-bedroom system and the house has 5 bedrooms on the new
building plan.
Ms. Fahey explained she must sign off on building permits when there is a septic system on the
property. One thing Ms. Fahey checks for is the bedroom count to make sure it is the same as what
is listed on the proposed building plan. Ms. Fahey would not have signed off on the permit due to
the bedroom count being different. It is a proactive move.
MOTIONED BY: Dr. Pollastri moved to approve the septic system design plan for
75 Lamberts Lane dated 4/9/2021 with no variances.
SECONDED BY:
Ms. Doxey
VOTE:
3-0 MOTION CARRIED
6:50 P.M.

Public Health Nurse Report

Ms. Goodwin and Ms. Fahey attended a webinar on recreational camps. Ms. Goodwin has been
reaching out to the different camps in Town working with them to meet the COVID requirements
and camp regulations. Last week was school vacation and Ms. Goodwin is dealing with COVID
clusters in Town this week. One group went to Miami and there is currently 4 students and 2 adults
that have tested positive. Ms. Goodwin and Ms. Whitley have been working on these cases and
contact tracings about 20 people that went on this trip. 8 kids from a different gathering have tested
positive. There has been no transmission reported at the school at this point, but Ms. Goodwin is
following the cases closely.

APPROVED
7:01 P.M.
306-312 Forest Avenue, Animal/Stable Permit continued from March 3,
2021 & March 31, 2021, Cavanaro Consulting
In attendance for this hearing:
Dan & Kelly Bliss, property owners, John Cavanaro, Cavanaro Consulting, Jeff De Lisi,
Attorney representing the Bliss family, Jennifer Schultz, Attorney representing abutter
Gregory & Nancy Weissman, and Karis North, Town counsel
Material used for this agenda item: revised stable plan, revised stable management plan.
Jeff De Lisi, Ohrenberger, De Lisi, & Harris, LLP, gave a recap regarding the animal permit
application submitted February 4, 2021 by Dan & Kelly Bliss. The Bliss’s are proposing to
maintain two horses on their property at 306/312 Forest Avenue. The property is a merger of 2 lots
306/312 Forest Avenue with a combined area of about 81,000 square feet. The properties currently
have two single- family dwellings and a shed. The plan is to demolish the dwelling and shed at
306 Forest Avenue. Construct a garage with small living quarters above, a barn, and a paddock for
two horses. Mr. De Lisi noted from a zoning perspective, having a barn and animals on a property
is not a zoning jurisdiction, it is an allowed use as of right in this zone. The Board of Health (BOH)
Regulations require an annual animal and stable permit. Under section G of the BOH rules it states
a 50,000 square feet lot is required to keep two horses and the Bliss’s exceed this by 31,000 square
feet. The stable permit requires a management plan including a manure plan, vector management
plan, predator management plan, and a noise management plan.
Since the last hearing, the applicant has reached out to the Mass Farm Bureau, experts in this field.
The Bureau reviewed the Bliss’s management plan and in accordance with the review the applicant
supplemented the management plan to incorporate the suggestions from the Farm Bureau.
Mr. De Lisi stated the Board has all the information required by the Regulations that is necessary
to issue these permits. If the Board finds any inequities with these plans, please let Mr. De Lisi or
the applicant know so the concerns can be addressed.
Regarding variances the initial application to the Board sought multiple variances. The applicant
sought variances to allow a portion of the paddock to be 2 feet from the property boundary of the
southerly abutter in an area that requires 30 feet setback, the paddock needing to be 2 feet from
Forest Ave. which requires 30 feet, and to allow the facility to be within 100 feet of a dwelling
that being the dwelling at 299 Forest Ave. as well as the dwelling on the applicant’s property. The
plans were recently revised to meet the setbacks from the property boundary, from Forest Ave.,
and the abutting dwelling at 299 Forest Ave. However, the applicants dwelling is within the
setback distance which the Board may or may not require a variance. Mr. De Lisi is aware of other
stable permits in the past where the Board has set a precedence to allow an applicant’s dwelling to
be located within the setback area.
Mr. De Lisi believes it would be unjust to deny this application there is no alternative of use on
the property that has not already been proposed. There is no evidence in this case that there would
be any jeopardy to the Public Health or to the environment. The proposed plan meets the 100-foot
setback requirement from wetlands, we meet the 30 feet setback from property lines and the public
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way, we meet the 100-foot setback from private or public wells, and 100 feet setback to septic
systems. Mr. De Lisi feels the management plan and the revised plan by Mr. Cavanaro demonstrate
there will be no discharge on neighboring properties.
Mr. Cavanaro reviewed the revised plan to the Board. There are three revisions that have been
made. The original plan had a 2-foot setback to the right of way along Forest Ave. and about 75
feet from the neighboring property across the street on Forest Ave. A revision was made to the
paddock to reduce the area, originally it was 107 feet deep by 135 feet wide. The depth has been
reduced to 79 feet to maintain the 30-foot setback from the right of way of forest Ave. Another
change in the plan shows the specific location of the proposed manure trailer behind the proposed
barn. The trailer will be covered, filled daily, and removed on a weekly basis to Holly Hill Farm.
The third change made is a solid fence along the southerly property boundary to provide additional
screening from the neighbors located to the South. Otherwise, the proposed plan has stayed the
same.
Dan & Kelly Bliss reviewed the following proposed stable management plan with the Board.

Manure Management
a. General
Unlike traditional barn facilities, including all existing permitted barn facilities in Cohasset,
manure at our facility will not be composted or kept on site. This is an important and material
distinction as many perceptions of manure odor from barn facilities come from more traditional
manure storage plans.
Manure from our two horses will be taken off site on a weekly basis to Holly Hill farm where it
will be used to help naturally fertilize the plants and vegetables that feed many members of our
community. Our manure will also be used to help educate students across the South Shore
enriching the many school gardens that Holly Hill supports.
b. Storage/Off Site Transport
During the week, manure will be kept in a dump trailer, like the one pictured below (Image 1) for
storage and easy transport. Importantly, we plan to retrofit with a “tonneau” style cover or
something similar, as often seen on pickup trucks, (Image 2) to mitigate odor, exposure to pests
and run off. During the week, the trailer will be stored directly behind the barn, closest to the
stalls and will be surrounded by new landscaping to create a further barrier from sight.
Most landscape companies use a lose mesh tarp when delivering manure to homeowners who
desire to naturally fertilize their vegetable gardens. Our type of cover will more securely keep
the manure inside the trailer when being transported off site to Holly Hill Farm.
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1)

2)

c. Pasture/Stall Maintenance
Stalls will be kept clean and dry removing manure and wet bedding daily. In addition to keeping
stalls clean and dry, pastures will be monitored daily, and a manure will be removed from the
pasture using a manure vacuum system (Image 3) which collects the manure in a sealed
container allowing easy transfer into the trailer. The frequency of the pasture cleaning will be
determined as necessary to negate any potential odor and damage to grass.

3)
In addition to keeping the paddock free of manure on a regular basis, we plan to maintain
beneficial moisture levels in the soil using a sprinkler system. This system will promote healthy
grass growth and reduce dust during dry spells.
Vector Management
a) Pest Control
Maintaining a clean barn with a regular manure management routine is the best way to prevent
the attraction of unwanted pests. Pests are only interested/present if there is easy access to food.
All food will be stored in durable sealed containers in the feed room. Wi-Fi enabled rodent traps
(Image 4) will be used in the barn to alert us immediately via text if rodents are caught for quick
disposal.
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b) Insect Control

4)

Insect control can be managed though a multitude of highly effective ways. We plan to leverage
several that can be deployed concurrently for maximum control. Starting with feed-through flycontrol, these are products that are given directly to horses in their feed. These products contain
insect growth regulators that help eliminate flies in manure by keeping fly eggs from hatching.
While the regulator is bad for flies, it won't harm the horse. Fly traps will be used to catch and
kill adult flies.
Another important and effective way to control bugs is to eliminate as much standing water as
possible. We will leverage an on-demand, frost-free watering system (Image 5,6,7) which horses
press on a paddle to bring water to the surface leaving no standing water around the barn. This
system has many health and convenience benefits but perhaps most importantly eliminating
standing water, which helps to mitigate any water sources from becoming insect breeding
grounds.

5,6,7)
In addition to fly through feed products, using fly parasites can kill flies breeding in other areas.
Fly parasites are tiny burrowing insects that are a natural enemy of a wide variety of nuisance
flies. Fly parasites do not bite or sting humans or animals and are adaptable to many climates.
We will sprinkle fly parasites along fence lines in pastures, on manure piles, around wet areas,
and anywhere else where manure or rotting vegetation can be found as these are the places that
nuisance flies will lay their eggs. The fly parasites stay close to where you place them and work
by killing flies in the maggot and pupa stages of the life cycle.
Fly traps, like used in other permitted stables in town, and proven to be highly effective upon
annual review/inspection are simple fly trap bags. These will also be used both inside and outside
the barn to attract, catch and kill flying insects.
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Predator Management
Full grown horses don’t really have predators, but the horses will be in their stables at night with
the barn doors closed. The barn will be outfitted with motion sensitive video cameras to alert us
in real time if predators or unwanted guests that come near the barn. We plan to use premium 4
rail equine fencing (Image 8) and gate system made of recycled steel and of the highest quality
and equestrian standards available.

8)
Noise Management
a. Sound dampening barriers
While noise from horses is very minimal, we do plan to add additional plantings as screening,
from the street, the abutters and to further define spaces on the property. Additionally, these
plantings double as sound, dust, and wind barriers.
a. Daily Controls
The animals will be in the barn at night and we don’t anticipate any noise being loud enough to
negatively affect our neighbors. Horses are not naturally loud animals. Many horses are used as
therapy treatment in humans, the gentle patient nature of a horse helps rebuild confidence and
trust in people who suffer from psychological or physically disabilities. Horses sometimes neigh
or “beg” by stomping a front foot during feed time especially if feed time is within a large barn
when they need to wait their turn. However, with 2 horses the start to finish feed time takes
approximately 2 minutes.
A neigh here and there is part of the charm of having horses in your neighborhood.
Continuous Improvement
No proper management plan would be effective without monitoring and adjusting for continuous
improvement, including open, respectful dialogue with our abutters. Once our horse is on site if
we find, for example, that weekly removal of manure to Holy Hill is not enough to eliminate
odor, we will increase the frequency of removal. If a daily paddock “vacuuming” is not enough
the frequency will be increased. It should be understood that we also plan to build a swimming
pool and patio close to our barn facility. We have a vested interest in an extremely effective
stable management plan.
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Reference


Neighbor Support Letters
o Dave and Katie Dugan, Black Rock Lane
o Chad Balog, Forest Notch
o Andrea Hillier, Forest Ave
o Kelly Joclyn, Forest Ave
o Souza- Black Rock Lane

 Additional Product Reference
o Feed though Fly Control
SOLITUDE® IGR Insect Growth Regulator Feed-Through Fly Preventive
by Zoetis, formerly Pfizer
You can substantially reduce your fly population simply by adding a scoop of SOLITUDE® IGR
daily to your horse's feed. Regardless of the farms around you, it will reduce flies at your barn.
Use it during fly season to eliminate larvae development. It's economical to use, and safe for
other pets that might also be eating your horse's manure.
SOLITUDE® IGR (cyromazine) is a non-organophosphate that has been safely used in horses
since 2001 and undergone extensive research to prove its effectiveness and safety. It provides
feed-through fly prevention and control of house and stable flies in and around horses, horse
barns, stables, paddocks, and race tracks. When mixed into a horse's ration daily according to the
directions, it works to prevent house and stable fly development. Significant results may be
observed within two weeks, but the full benefit should be realized within four to six weeks of
administration as the adult populations die off.
Cyromazine, the active ingredient in SOLITUDE® IGR, has a well-documented safety and
efficacy profile, It is an insect growth regulator that works on the fly's chitin exoskeleton and is
very species-specific to house and stable flies. As the horse is fed cyromazine, it passes through
the horse and is excreted in the manure. House flies and stable flies lay their eggs in the manure
and the eggs subsequently hatch into the larval or maggot stage. As the maturing maggots feed
on the treated manure, they become unable to successfully develop into adult flies because
cyromazine inhibits the proper formation of chitin. The immature stage of the fly dies.
Cyromazine has no effect on the chitin of the adult fly.
Features:
Greatly reduces the need for neurotoxic pesticide sprays and overhead fly systems, creating a
healthier environment for horses, staff, and riders
 Intended for use only in equidae including horses, mules, and donkeys
 Just one scoop per day per horse, no matter the weight or size of horse
 Once excreted, breaks down to a melamine monomer, a slow release nitrogen fertilizer
 Repeated studies show up to 100% efficacy in inhibiting larvae development
 Studies have proven 99.5% effectiveness against stable flies and 100% effectiveness against
house flies, with no effect on horses, other mammals or beneficial insects
o Buckley Fencing – www.buckleyfence.com
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o

Watering Post- (https://dpwaterer.com/horse-waterer-health-benefits-2/)

Jennifer Schultz, Sullivan & Worcester, representing Gregory & Nancy Weissman, stated while
the Weissman’s appreciate the improved waste management plan that Ms. Bliss has described,
but this should be the baseline of what is expected out of any stable permit application. Ms.
Schultz feels as this is being discussed it is almost a hypothetical scenario without mentioning
the fact that the main paddock will be located on one of the low points typographically where
water will naturally pool.
The fact is being lost that the Bliss’s are seeking two variances including placing the paddock
within 12 feet of a bedroom in one of the two dwellings. There are legally required standards that
must be applied, weighed, and judged by the BOH to grant both these variances and any stable
permit. The BOH must protect the environment and the Public Health.
Ms. Schultz specified that variances are fact specific and very hard to justify the applicant must
affirmably prove a manifest injustice would be done if they did not receive the variance. The
Bliss’s property is up wind of the natural sea breeze of the low point of the property where the
horses will spend many hours a day with gallons of urine and pounds of manure. Ms. Schultz
indicated this issue has not been addressed and needs to be addressed. The Board has the right to
determine whether they would like to grant the variances in fact the Board can increase the setbacks
based on the facts at hand these are not the maximum setbacks. The protection of Public Health
and the environment is the essential core mission of the BOH.
Ms. Schultz reviewed points Mr. De Lisi stated improperly. Mr. De Lisi stated from a zoning
perspective this would be an allowed use as of right. Ms. Schultz said technically yes you can
look at the use table and see it is an allowed use however, the language for keeping of livestock
animals requires a permit from the BOH and no odor or noise at the property lines. Furthermore
Mr. De Lisi made a statement that the Board has all the information needed before it issues these
permits. Again, this is untrue, because not once has anyone sought to satisfy the legal standard of
proving a manifest injustice and offering solid legally affirmative evidence of equal protection of
a plan that requires variances and a plan that does not require a variance. Regarding past variances
being granted Ms. Schultz reviewed the past meeting minutes and did not see a variance from a
dwelling.
Karis North, Town Counsel, agreed with the comment Ms. Schultz made those prior decisions do
not necessarily have precedential value. A Board is going to evaluate every application differently
and is going to look at the merits of that application. The BOH has discretion in reviewing its
regulations and to review a request for variances, the Board must look at the standards. There is a
burden of proof that is on the applicant to show when requesting a variance, to show evidence of
the manifest injustice standard. The key is the discretion of the Board. It is a fair comment and
analysis to meet the basic requirements of the regulations. The BOH has made the basic
requirements for environmental protection and Public Health this leaves the only issue to be
determined is whether a variance from the dwelling on the property can be varied and issued by
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the Board. Lastly, Ms. North believes a variance on the dwelling is required and the regulations
are clear setbacks are required from any dwelling as opposed to just a dwelling offsite.
Public Comment:
How many horses are permitted on Forest Ave.? Ms. Fahey responded currently there are none.
Does the management plan address community neighborhood impact?
Ms. Fahey stated Ms. North just addressed that in terms of meeting the setbacks to the property
lines.
Dr. Pollastri would like the Bliss’s perspective if the variance is not granted? What is the manifest
injustice?
Mr. De Lisi specified the manifest injustice Town Bylaw does not define it. The same context is
used in a Title 5 variance which have been issued before. In this case it is the setback requirement
to the applicants dwelling.
Ms. Bliss has been a horse owner her whole life and currently owns a horse. Ms. Bliss would like
to make use of her property in a manner that would otherwise be consistent with zoning uses that
may or may not be allowed. In this case Ms. Schultz indicated the bylaw allows this use subject to
regulations and subject to other findings if the Board of Appeals determines that to be the case.
The applicant has complied with all the regulations concerning two horses, management plans,
and the setbacks. The plan has been revised to best meet the requirements. The only setback the
applicant cannot meet is to the applicants own dwelling.
Mr. De Lisi pointed out the manifest injustice is the applicant will not be able to make use of their
property, absent of a variance. This would be unjust especially because the Bliss’s have provided
evidence to the Board that indicates there would be no health impact on the applicants dwelling.
The applicant otherwise is unable to use the property for their permissible purpose. The applicant
will also go to Conservation for a stormwater permit.
Dr. Pollastri expressed concerns with the 12-foot variance to the garage that has living quarters
above. If it were just a garage with no living space Dr. Pollastri in his view would accept allowing
the variance and agrees all other setbacks have been met. The noise, odor, and upwind status are
all Zoning questions not BOH questions.
Mr. De Lisi reminded the Board the 12-foot distance is to the guest house not a single-family
dwelling. The guest house would not be used yearly. Mr. De Lisi asked what is the harm?
Dr. Lawrence noted the BOH has setback requirements to protect the public. According to the
regulations the applicant must prove manifest injustice and must prove there is no harm to the
environment or the Public Health even if it is a residence’s own property. Dr. Lawrence questioned
what is the injustice for not granting this variance?
Mr. Cavanaro responded regarding manifest injustice and the regulations. The proposed area for
one horse and paddock is 82,500 it well exceeds the 25,000 square feet per horse. In Cohasset it
would be impossible to site without creating an injustice on a legal conforming lot with the legal
amount of area for a horse.
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Dr. Lawrence questioned: what would the impact be limiting the space between the paddock and
guesthouse?
Mr. Cavanaro remarked: what is a reasonable setback from one’s own guest dwelling?
Dr. Lawrence replied: 100 feet to a dwelling as in the regulations. If the guest house were not a
guest house and instead just a garage there would be no issue, right now it is a dwelling.
Mr. De Lisi informed the Board the injustice here is the applicant is not able to use their property
in a manner they would like because of the setback requirements. Mr. De Lisi believes if the
applicant where able to demonstrate to the Board that the proposed plan could be done in a safe
manner.
Ms. Bliss explained the horse is currently in Pembroke. The care there is high end and cost a lot
of money to keep the horse in this facility. Ms. Bliss would rather maintain her own horse on her
own property. There is a financial implication of maintaining a horse when you have the horse on
your own property and taking care of it yourself. It is a hardship to the Bliss’s to have to continue
to pay for care offsite. Ms. Bliss asked the Board what Public Health concern is there to us?
Dr. Lawrence responded the regulations were made a long time ago to protect property owners
and the Public. The Regulation is 100 feet setback. In Dr. Lawrences opinion not having a guest
house is not an injustice.
Mr. De Lisi wanted to point out the facility that is allowed within which the setback requirement
applies. That facility has the ability as of right to have 22 animals. That is a horse, cattle, fowl,
cloved & hooved, and rabbits which is stated in the BOH regulations. The point being Mr. De Lisi
thinks it is relevant to take into consideration the applicant is not utilizing this facility for 22
animals and is asking the Board to consider if the 100 feet can be varied.
Dr. Lawrence stated: The Board must follow the regulations.
Ms. North declared there are two permits one for the stable and one for the animals. The stable
permit is the one that requires the setback, that applies whether there is one or two horses. Ms.
North does not think it is the number of horses that will necessarily make a difference with respect
to the setback requirements.
Mr. Bliss asked how is it that other neighboring Towns for example Hingham has the same
regulations except the 100-foot setback is to an abutting dwelling if it is such a health risk? Why
would other Towns allow houses to be attached to barns?
Mr. Pollastri explained the Board cannot operate on other Town regulations. Mr. Pollastri
understands what Mr. Bliss is saying but the Board has their own regulations to follow.
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Ms. North affirmed that variances are uniquely factual situations and stand on their own facts. The
Town and the Board can decide how it can enforce the regulations without regard to how it
happened in the past or future.
Mr. Bliss stated the Board has the right to grant the variance. Mr. Bliss struggles that someone
would get a variance and they would not when we have met all the provisions. It feels like the only
reason our variance is being denied or coming up is because of one neighbor complaining. We are
being singled out and forced to have a variance on our own dwelling, this has not been required
on other applications in the past.
Dr. Pollastri the regulations must be met. If the Bliss’s do not have living space above the garage
the point is moot.
Ms. North explained under the regulations the Board can issue a variance subject to any conditions
it deems necessary to Public Health, safety, welfare, or the environment. The conditions need to
be in writing and part of the grant of the variance.
Dr. Pollastri asked Ms. North would it be acceptable if the Board grant the variance contingent
upon there being no living space above the garage?
Ms. North responded yes; it is legally acceptable. The setback requirements are from a dwelling
which under the regulations is defined as a building, shelter, or structure that is intended for human
habitation.
Public Comment:
Linda & Bruce Indek have concerns with the horse jumping over the fence into the street and
causing an accident.
Ms. Bliss responded that her horse would not jump over an equine fence.
Ms. Doxey feels this is a good point but not relevant to the question at a hand regarding the
variance. A dog could run out into the street.
Mr. De Lisi asked the Board if the hearing could be continued.
Please find attached letters from abutters.
MOTION BY: Dr. Pollastri moved to continue the hearing until the next meeting on
Wednesday May 12th at 6:00 P.M.
SECONDED BY: Ms. Doxey
VOTE:
3-0
Please find attached letters from abutters.
Pamela Fahey, Board of Health Director, has been sending he Board the following weekly
reports:
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Public Health Director Weekly Report
Week Ending April 9, 2021
COVID‐19:


Monday morning calls with Emergency Management team are now once every two weeks.
No call this week.
 DPH call – On April 19th everyone age 16 and over will be eligible for vaccine.
Marshfield Fair site should have more appointments available soon as an officially
designated regional collaborative site. CVS and Walgreens also receiving a greater
allocation directly from federal government, independent from state allocation.
 Reviewed, commented, and approved COVID safety plans for:
o Cohasset Theater Group
o Cohasset Park and Recreation Ultimate Frisbee
o CYBSA annual awards event
o CYBSA updated plan for 2021
o Cohasset Youth Soccer
 Communicated with Phil Mahoney regarding upcoming Memorial Day Weekend
veteran’s plans. Let him know that the town cannot approve a parade no matter how
scaled back the proposal. Parades are not allowed until Phase IV, Step 2. The town will
not grant variances to the Massachusetts State Emergency Orders and guidance
documents. With the exception of the parade, all other proposed activities were
acceptable.









Communicated with Brian Scott, high school principal regarding plans for a prom at
Atlantica. Currently under the State’s Gathering Order and associated Event guidance,
indoor events are capped at a maximum of 100 people indoors. Anticipated attendance is
approximately 125 students. Let him know that a proposal to rotate groups of 25 students
in and out of Atlantica is not acceptable. Alternatives to consider include a tent on school
property for an outdoor event (150 allowed) or postponing to a later date when students
can be vaccinated.
Updated town web page with vaccine information.
Visited Lightkeepers event space. Met with board members to confirm that the venue can
be safely set up to support events for 54 people (9 tables of 6 people). We discussed other
standards required for a safe event. Tim Burnieika will prepare and submit a COVID
safety plan on behalf of Lightkeepers.
Participated in Event Committee meeting for CHS Senior Class event at Sandy Beach.
While COVID safety plan was acceptable, police requested they prepare a more
comprehensive plan to address public safety issues.
Spoke with and sent guidance to South Shore Athletic Center so that they could begin
babysitting program again following COVID safety guidelines.
Met with Library Director Meaghan James at the library. They are planning to reopen
without appointments the first week of May. Walked around and reviewed safety steps
that have been taken to reduce potential exposure. For example, removed most seating
and computer keyboards to encourage making visits brief.

APPROVED



Updated letter to Restaurants for instructions for outdoor dining from both Health and
Zoning.
Prepared registration lists for clinics next week at 60 Elm and Willcutt. Emailed
appointment times for non-residents at 60 Elm.

NON‐COVID‐19:






Held BOH meeting on Wednesday specially to approve a failed septic system at 48
Aaron River Road that abuts the reservoir. The system was designed with a FAST
denitrification secondary treatment tank to reduce total nitrogen effluents to <20 mg/L.
System was approved.
Completed cyber security training
Visited homeowners at 147 Beechwood Street who have questions regarding septic
system Title 5. Their system was only designed for two bedrooms, but they have a three
bedroom home.

Public Health Director Weekly Report
Week Ending April 23, 2021
COVID‐19:











Monday morning calls with Emergency Management team are now once every two
weeks. Call was held this week.
DPH call – Discussed Johnson & Johnson (J&J) vaccine on pause. Presence of variants
holding steady in Massachusetts. Primarily UK variant present. Clusters of Brazilian
variant. No significant evidence of vaccine breakthrough due to variants at this point.
Reviewed, commented, and approved COVID safety plans for:
o Cohasset Park and Recreation Ultimate Frisbee
o Pre-prom red carpet event at Sailing Club
o Alternative Energy Committee event
o Cohasset Marine Institute (rowing club)
Communicated with representative from Alternative Energy Committee. Let them know
that the town cannot approve a parade even if it is people travelling in electric cars.
Parades are not allowed until Phase IV, Step 2. The town will not grant variances to the
Massachusetts State Emergency Orders and guidance documents. With the exception of
the parade, all other proposed activities were acceptable.
Conducted vaccination clinics at 60 Elm Street senior affordable housing on Wednesday
and a final vaccination clinic at Willcutt Commons on Thursday. Fifty doses of vaccine
were distributed at each clinic as part of the 100-dose allotment received from Executive
Office of Elder Affairs. These are the final Cohasset COVID-19 clinics for the
foreseeable future.
Sent and discussed event guidance with representative from Sailing Club. They have
three events planned for September. Similarly, sent and discussed guidance to Second
Congo church.
Posted information regarding the J&J vaccine pause on town COVID vaccine blog.


NON‐COVID‐19:

APPROVED


 Conducted food inspection for JJs Dairy Hut so they could open for the season.
Responded to a wastewater release in front of MaryLou’s (appearance and odor indicated
release was primarily milk). Jason collected a sample and the water department analyzed
water and determined that fluoride is present – town water (not naturally occurring like rain).
Called the property manager to let him know the system needs to be pumped and inspected.
As a shared system it should be inspected every 3 years and it has not been inspected until
2010. He returned call and let me know Rosano Davis (RD) coincidently pumped out the
grease traps the next day and noticed the overflow and unclogged filters. RD is scheduled to
pump main tanks next Thursday as part of annual maintenance.
 Completed online wastewater treatment training program. Updates to Title 5 presented;
information regarding I/A systems, including new checklist for reviewing systems.
 Participated in a regional food truck inspection in Hanover. Inspected the following food
trucks that have requested mobile food permits for 2021:
o Ellie’s Treats
o Smiles by the Mile
o South Shore Taco Guy
o Del’s Lemonade
 Sent out compilation of BOH Meeting Minutes pertaining to Animal Regulations to
consultants, attorneys regarding 306 / 312 Forest Avenue upcoming hearing on April 28th
 Sent email to Brian Flynn looking for guidance regarding a request for a pop-up burger

place
at 12 Parkingway.

Public Health Director Weekly Report
Week Ending April 23, 2021
COVID‐19:


Monday morning calls with Emergency Management team are now once every two weeks.
No call this week.
 DPH call – Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) has a new
policy that will begin after school vacation. The definition of a close contact remains the
same, but quarantining policy has changed. If two students are masked and 3-6’ apart in
the classroom or on the bus for 15 minutes or longer, they will not need to quarantine
(although still officially close contacts). Does not apply to sports, lunch, or other extracurricular activities. Childcare/daycare also adopting new policy.
 Corresponded with resident concerned that Cohasset football season has been cancelled
by health department. The season was not systematically cancelled; quarantine period
coincidentally coincides with last game of season.
 Reviewed, commented, and approved COVID safety plans for:
o Chamber of Commerce sponsored Sidewalk Sale village stores April 30 and May
1
o South Shore Arts Center

APPROVED



Had a conference call with the Cohasset swim team staff to discuss developing a COVID
plan for the Cohasset Swim Center. They will reach out to year-round facilities like the
SS YMCA and Weymouth Club for templates.
Participated in virtual 4a/4b meeting with Jana Ferguson. Question concerning outdoor
mask wearing – state is discussing going back to last summer where you need a mask
outdoors only if you cannot socially distance rather than mandatory at all times.

NON‐COVID‐19:










Conducted food inspection at the CYBSA snack shack so they could open for the season.
Brian Flynn will meet me next Tuesday and we will begin doing restaurant inspections.
Sent a formal letter to the property manager at Marylou’s to let him know that even
though the grease traps and tanks were pumped last week, as a shared system it needs be
inspected within the next 30 days and then every three years going forward.
Sent an email to DPH Bureau of Food Protection Program seeking feedback for a
proposal received from a vendor, Smashburger, interested in a pop-up burger stand at 12
Parkingway parking lot. Spoke with Brian Flynn and he agreed, at a minimum, they need
to provide a temporary water station. He suggested that I reach out to the state for further
guidance.
Attended virtual MHOA conference focused on camps. Covered both state regulations for
camps and COVID related guidance.
Touched base with Karis North to confirm that she will be attending BOH meeting on
Wednesday April 28th. She confirmed that she will attend and she will be reviewing the
letter from the attorney representing the neighbor that is challenging the animal permits.
Participated in Event Committee meeting to discuss South Shore Arts Festival events and
Farmer’s Market.Reviewed historical BOH meeting minutes for reference to animal
regulations and hearings.

Mary Goodwin, Public Health Nurse, has been sending he Board the following weekly
reports:
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE REPORT WEEK ENDING 4/2/21
Total Number of confirmed COVID 19 cases: 400
Total number of Probable cases: 78
Deaths: 4
Contacts traced: 371.
The Town’s total two‐week caseload is: 22.
The Town’s two‐week positive test rate is: 2.17% (1152 total tests)
The Town’s current color code is yellow.
Investigation and Surveillance: Ongoing case investigations are initiated within 24 hours of
notification of a confirmed case. Contact is made with all probable cases within 24 hours if
possible. At this point Mary Whitley is available and has received Maven training. She is
assisting with case follow up and doing most of the cases at this point.

APPROVED
Calls/Meetings: Weekly calls have been changed to every other Monday at 8:00 am – the
Team consists of the Town Manager, Fire Chief, Police Chief, Emergency Manager, Health
Agent, Public Health Nurse, HR Director, IT and Facilities Manager. The agenda is set by the Fire
Chief and includes old business, new business, and messaging. On Thursday, the call also
includes School Superintendent, Elder Affairs, Procurement, and Recreation Department.
DPH call – every Tuesday and Friday
Mass DPH Maven updates – this call has been reduced to weekly on Tuesdays. Fridays have
been added for questions only.
4/6/21 Home visit made to 120 Forest Ave with Stephanie Saunders and Pam Fahey. Resident
continues cleaning and removing clutter accumulated in the driveway blocking access to the
garage. Resident refusing to allow us to enter the home to assess condition. Will continue with
monthly visits.
4/7/21 Attended the declutter task force meeting with Cohasset Elder Affairs, CPD and CFD.
Discussed various cases in town and their status. Plan to meet monthly.
Vaccine update:
Received 100 doses of Moderna vaccine and the ancillary kit for second dose clinics 4/14 and
4/15. These will be our last clinics.
Community Tracing Collaborative (CTC)
The CTC managed by Partner’s in Health is now fully operational and accepting cases. CTC has
cut back on their work force as the numbers decline in the State. They will be working closely
with colleges, universities, boarding schools, and local schools. CTC now reports that they are
able to contact about 80% of cases within 24 hours.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Goodwin
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE REPORT WEEK ENDING 4/16/21
Total Number of confirmed COVID 19 cases: 406
Total number of Probable cases: 78
Deaths: 4
Contacts traced: 381.
The Town’s total two‐week caseload is: 18.
The Town’s two‐week positive test rate is: 1.89% (1057 total tests)
The Town’s current color code is yellow.
Investigation and Surveillance: Ongoing case investigations are initiated within 24 hours of
notification of a confirmed case. Contact is made with all probable cases within 24 hours if

APPROVED
possible. At this point Mary Whitley is available and has received Maven training. She is
assisting with case follow up and doing most of the cases at this point.
Calls/Meetings: Weekly calls have been changed to every other Monday at 8:00 am – the
Team consists of the Town Manager, Fire Chief, Police Chief, Emergency Manager, Health
Agent, Public Health Nurse, HR Director, IT and Facilities Manager. The agenda is set by the Fire
Chief and includes old business, new business, and messaging. On Thursday, the call also
includes School Superintendent, Elder Affairs, Procurement, and Recreation Department.
DPH call – every Tuesday and Friday
Mass DPH Maven updates – this call has been reduced to weekly on Tuesdays. Fridays have
been added for questions only.
Vaccine update:
4/14/21 Held a vaccine clinic at 60 Elm St. Vaccinated 34 people in the community room and
the CFD vaccinated 19 residents in their apartments.
4/15/21 Held a vaccine clinic at Willcutt Commons – vaccinated 50 people and made 1 home
visit to a homebound senior.
These were our final clinics. Vaccine site broken down and supplies returned to the EOC.
4/9/21 Hingham Lumber – spoke with Nancy Roach the HR Director about 4 employees who
have been confirmed cases. Reviewed social distancing, mask wearing at all times, hand
washing, cleaning, and sanitizing procedures. Close contacts identified and placed in
quarantine. None of the employees are Cohasset residents.
4/11/21 Brown Bear Daycare – was called by the Director, Jess Bradshaw to let me know she
has a teacher who is now a confirmed case. Taught while infectious exposing 13 children and 3
other teachers. All placed in quarantine.
Community Tracing Collaborative (CTC) The CTC managed by Partner’s in Health is now fully
operational and accepting cases. CTC has cut back on their work force as the numbers decline in
the State. They will be working closely with colleges, universities, boarding schools, and local
schools. CTC now reports that they are able to contact about 80% of cases within 24 hours.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Goodwin
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE REPORT WEEK ENDING 4/23/21
Total Number of confirmed COVID 19 cases: 409
Total number of Probable cases: 78
Deaths: 4
Contacts traced: 383.

APPROVED
The Town’s total two‐week caseload is: 13.
The Town’s two‐week positive test rate is: 1.55% (970 total tests)
The Town’s current color code is GREEN!
Investigation and Surveillance: Ongoing case investigations are initiated within 24 hours of
notification of a confirmed case. Contact is made with all probable cases within 24 hours if
possible. At this point Mary Whitley is available and has received Maven training. She is
assisting with case follow up and doing most of the cases at this point.
Calls/Meetings: Weekly calls have been changed to every other Monday at 8:00 am – the
Team consists of the Town Manager, Fire Chief, Police Chief, Emergency Manager, Health
Agent, Public Health Nurse, HR Director, IT and Facilities Manager. The agenda is set by the Fire
Chief and includes old business, new business, and messaging. On Thursday, the call also
includes School Superintendent, Elder Affairs, Procurement, and Recreation Department.
DPH call – every Tuesday and Friday
Mass DPH Maven updates – this call has been reduced to weekly on Tuesdays. Fridays have
been added for questions only.
4/19/21 Received a call from Steve Rotondi, Athletic Director Cohasset High School, stating that
the varsity football team was exposed to a covid positive individual during a game played on
4/15/21. 36 players and 4 adults placed in quarantine.
4/20/21 DESE has updated their guidance for schools. The new guidance states that if a child is
in the classroom or on a school bus and masked and exposed to a covid positive case then if
they are 3 feet or less and a cumulative period of 15 minutes then they would be considered a
close contact and must quarantine. This eliminates the 6‐foot rule and only applies to these
specific areas. This will take effect 4/26/21 when school resumes. EEC is updating their
guidance for Daycares to align with the schools.
4/21/21 Attended a webinar sponsored by the Community Sanitation Division at Mass DPH
with updates for licensed Recreational Camps. The new guidance was shared with Holly Hill
Farm, Cohasset Sports Complex and Cohasset Recreation Dept. Plan to meet with each group to
answer questions and assist with protocols.
Community Tracing Collaborative (CTC)
The CTC managed by Partner’s in Health is now fully operational and accepting cases. CTC has
cut back on their work force as the numbers decline in the State. They will be working closely
with colleges, universities, boarding schools, and local schools. CTC now reports that they are
able to contact about 80% of cases within 24 hours.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Goodwin

APPROVED
MOTION BY:
SECONDED BY:
VOTE:

Dr. Lawrence moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 P.M.
Dr. Pollastri
3-0 MOTION CARRIED

